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NMI Reserve Collection Storage

Background

ÅHistorically, NMI has had insufficient storage 

capacity for current needs, let alone future planning

ÅCollections housed in numerous locations:

Dublin: Collins Barracks, Kildare St, Merrion St, 

Beggarõs Bush, Inchicore

TurloughPark, Daingeanand Lanesboro

ÅPoor-quality storage (esp. Daingean, Beggarõs Bush, 

Lanesboro)

ÅAccess poor for staff, researchers and public



NMI Reserve Collection Storage

Background

Å1997:  With opening of Collins Barracks, NMIõs 

preferred solution was to house reserve collections in 

single facility at Transport Square, Collins Barracks

Å2003:  Plan for reserve collections submitted.

ü Roofing of Transport Square to provide storage 

space

ü Conservation, curatorial and other facilities 

adjacent



NMI Reserve Collection Storage

Developments 2003-2010

ÅMoneys for shared storage for National Cultural 

Institutions allocated in NDP 2007-2013

ÅDedicated NMI facility agreed early 2008. 

ÅC&AG Report on NMI highlighted inadequate storage 

April 2008

ÅOPW asked to source suitable facility to satisfy 

Museum requirements summer 2008

ÅSuitable facility in Swords located and lease signed 

December 2009.  DoEto take 14% of space for 

archaeological archives

ÅFit-out currently being undertaken



Swords Collections Resource Centre

Main provisions

ÅFloor area of 20,800 Sq. M

ÅAdjacent to M1 and M50

ÅAdjacent to future Metro North route

ÅAdequate parking





Swords Collections Resource Centre

What activities will be carried out there?

ÅNMI Reserve collections (as well as archaeological 

finds and DoEarchaeological archive)

ÅConservation workspaces

ÅObject receiving/quarantine areas

ÅCuratorial offices/workspaces

ÅStaff canteen 

Å Visiting researcher spaces

Å Lecture theatre/seminar room

Å Library/archive spaces and stacks



Swords Collections Resource Centre

What archaeological collections will be housed 

there?

ÅNMIõs reserve archaeological collections

ÅFinds from archaeological excavations

ÅDoEarchaeological excavations finds and archives

ÅWorkspaces for researchers on NMI finds and DoE

archives



Tripartite arrangement of 

Å Receiving and processing areas to rear

Å Central area for collection storage

Å Offices, workspaces, conservation and visitor services to front



Swords Collections Resource Centre

Advantages

ÅProvide for proper collections resource centre,     

not just a store

ÅConsolidation of reserve collections, facilities and      

activities on one site

ÅMore efficient use of resources

ÅImprove conditions of reserve collections

ÅImprove access to reserve collections by staff, 

researchers and general public

ÅAllow for public access to collections

ÅFree space elsewhere for other public activities



Car park and phase 1 building, second phase to left and equal in size


